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ANSTRUTHER DAVIDSON: AN APPRECIATION 

Joseph Ewan 

“He is a man full of interest—not ‘shelved,’ nor cynical, nor disap¬ 
pointed with life, but a trifle melancholy and above all full of sifted 
wisdom.’'’ This is my recorded appraisal upon returning home from 
my last visit with Dr. Davidson just two months before his death on 

April 3rd, 1932. “He sat in 
his easy rocker — the old 
cherry-wood sort, with sta¬ 
tionary base—and between 
draughts on his made-as- 
neieded cigarettes, foiled 
rather carelessly and twisted 
in the manner of taffy wrap¬ 
pers, he told of other days 
and California botany. His 
terse phrases concerning 
Hasse, Greata, Parish and 
others were flavored with 
personal understanding and 
accented with measured 
strokes of his goatee. His 
face is slender and sharps 
featured, but set with eyes 
full of brightness.” 

Anstruther Davidson was 
born at Watten, Scotland, on 
February 19, 1860, being the 
son of George and Ann 
(Macadam) Davidson. He 
graduated in medicine from 
the University of Glasgow with the degrees of M(edicinae) Bfaccalau- 
reus) and C(hirurgiae) M(agister) at the age of twenty-one. Six years 
later he obtained his M.D. (1887). He emigrated to America two years 
later and in the same year began the practice of medicine in Los An¬ 
geles which was carried on practically continuously until his death. 
A dermatologist in the medical field, he was at one time assistant pro¬ 
fessor of that subject at the University of Southern California. He 
was a fellow of the American Medical Association. His skill in his 
chosen field was the basis of the regular visits made to the Good 
Samaritan Hospital of Los Angeles, when no longer in, active practice, 
as consulting dermatologist, a schedule continued up to his last brief 
illness. During the preceding January Dr. Davidson was struck by an 
automobile and thrown forward to the pavement, suffering internal 
injuries, doubtless of a more serious nature than early realized, which 
were the almost certain cause of his death some three months later at 
the age of seventy-two. 



Anstruther Davidson 




1934] 


ANSTRUTHER DAVIDSON 


125 


In the fields of systematic botany and entomology Anstruther David¬ 
son will certainly be permanently remembered for the early studies 
he carried out in these subjects in Southern California. His entomol¬ 
ogical papers cannot: be considered here but reference to the author 
index of Essig’s Insects of Western North America will attest to his 
contributions in that field. He was a corresponding member of the 
Entomological Society of Philadelphia. 

Davidson’s botanical activities were carried out principally through 
the Southern California Academy of Sciences and through the medium 
of its Bulletin. He served as the second president of the society, from 
1892 to 1894, being re-elected for a second term. He was among the 
founders of the society and served as treasurer, as a member of the 
board of directors and of the publication board. In short he was an 
active associate for forty-one years. 

As the leader of the Academy’s Botanical Section meetings he will 
be long remembered by those who enjoyed the discussions centering 
about plant materials brought in by members and interested persons. 
New or rare plants were brought to light in this way: Fremontodendron 
mexicanum, for example, was brought to a meeting by Theodore Payne 
and Dr. Davidson recognized its distinctness. 

Of the acceptance of Davidson’s published botanical studies there 
will be certain disagreement, particularly as to the “fineness of species,” 
but there can never be doubt as to his sincerity. He had well founded 
ideas in mind when proposing new taxonomic units and a close study 
of the Southern California flora bears out in most instances the value 
of his proposals, though too strongly accented at times. It was in the 
genera Mentzelia, Allium, and Lupinus that he made the greater num¬ 
ber of proposals. His close study of the weed population about Los 
Angeles correlated splendidly with that of Parish about San Bernardino 
lo give an exceptionally complete account of the immigrant element 
in the flora of the region. On the basis of a rather extended stay at 
Clifton, Greenlee County, Arizona, he published the only account of 
the flora of Arizona that has yet appeared, being an attempt to give 
synoptically but completely a list of the plants of a relatively small 
area. 

His most extensive work, done in collaboration with George L. Mox- 
ley, was the “Flora of Southern California” published in 1923. Un¬ 
fortunately this book was moved into print too hastily to eradicate the 
many errors that appear, chiefly in the citation of the authors of bino¬ 
mials, but it serves, nevertheless, as a stimulus to the more ambitious 
explorers of the Southern California flora. By its citation of definite 
localities for lesser known species, a new station for a plant is at once 
recognizable, and in this way it has distinctly energized the study of 
our native plants. A 

Dr. Davidson’s herbarium was donated before his death to the Los 
Angeles (County) Museum of Art, History and Science. He was a 
member of the board of governors of the museum for twenty-two years. 
It is a highly interesting herbarium, for although he did not attempt 
to exchange widely, there are many sheets of considerable value, ac¬ 
quired by exchange from contemporary California collectors. His 
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own collections were rather widely but thinly distributed; there being 
material at the University of California, at the Dudley Herbarium of 
Stanford University, the United States National Herbarium and certain 
selected items at the Gray Herbarium. 

Many botanists have commemorated Davidson in the naming of his 
California or Arizona collections. Thus Greene has named an Eriogo- 
num and Lotus for him; Abrams, an Acrolasia (Mentzelia) and Calo- 
chortus; Parish, a little-known Collinsia; and Robinson, the endemic 
Malvastrum of the San Fernando Valley region. In his profession 
Anstruther Davidson was preeminent, and in his scientific contributions, 
of pioneering importance in a manifestly little-harrowed field of study. 
Thus he remains in California’s progress. 

Bibliography of the Botanical Writings of 
Anstruther Davidson. 
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1910. Calochortus paludicola sp. nov. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 9:52-54. 
Some Large Trees, I. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 9:55-56. 

Acrolasia tridentata sp. nov. B,ull. S. Cal. Acad. 9:71. 

1911. The Twisting of Pines. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 10:8-10. 

Botanical Records New or Noteworthy. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 
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1912. Botanizing in Inyo County. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 11:15-17. 

A New Frasera. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 11:77. 

1913. Another Mustard Pest. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 12:11-12. 

1914. The Oldest Known Tree. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 13:14-16. 

Notes on Southern California Flora. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 

13:43-44. 

1915. Two New Mariposas. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 14:11-12. 

1916. Allium Burlewii sp. nov. (also Draba vestita sp. nov.) Bull. 

S. Cal. Acad. 15:17-18. 

Opuntia rubiflora sp. nov. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 15:33. 
Additions to the Flora of Los Angeles County in 1916. Bull. 
S. Cal. Acad. 15:33-34. 

1917. Collinsia monticola sp. nov. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 16:13-14. 
Additions to the Flora of Los Angeles, Cal. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 

16:14. 

Payne’s New Hybrid Lilac. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 16:45-46. 
Rhamnus catalinae sp. nov. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 16:47. 
Fremontodendron mexicanum sp. nov. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 
16:50. 

1918. Gnaphalium beneolens sp. nov. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 17:17. 
Lupinus mollisifolius sp. nov. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 17:57. 
Lupinus Paynei sp. nov. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 17:58-59. 
Additions to Local Flora. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 17:60-61. 

1919. Lupinus subhirsutus sp. nov. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 18:80. 

1920. (Botanical Notes) Linanthus saxiphilus, Draba saxosa, Hutch- 

insia californica sp. nov., Nodose Hairs on Lupines. Bull. 
S. Cal. Acad. 19:10-12. 

New or Noteworthy Additions to the Flora of S. Cal. (unsigned, 
but the work of Davidson as Chairman of Bot. Sect.). Bull. 
S. Cal. Acad. 19:54-55. 

Allium montigenum sp. nov. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 19:55-56. 

1921. New Species from Southern California. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 

20:49-53. 

1922. New Botanical Records for Southern California. Bull. S. Cal. 

Acad. 21:27. 

New Botanical Species from S. California. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 
21:39-41. 

1923. Flora of Southern California. (With George L. Moxley). 452 

pp. Los Angeles. 

New Plants from S. California. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 22:5-6. 
New California Plants. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 22:70-74. 

A New Species of Eriogonum. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 23:17. 
Lilium Parryi var. Kessleri var. nov. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 
23:53-54. 
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Calochortus laternus sp. nov.; also Allium grandisceptrum sp. 
nov. and Additions to the Local Flora. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 
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1925. Comandra nudiflora sp. nov. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 24:68. 

1926. Gilia inconspicua var. dentiflora var. nov. and Tissa leucantha 

var. glabra var. nov. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 25:84. 

1927. Botanical Field Notes. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 26:16. 

Lupinus piperita sp. nov. and Delphinium inflexum sp. nov. 
Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 26:70. 

1928. (Early History of the Southern California Academy of 

Sciences). Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 27:61-62. 

Fritillaria Hutchinsonii sp. nov. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 27:78-79. 
Stylophyllum anomalum sp. nov. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 27:79. 

1929. Pentstemon dubium sp. nov. Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 28:6-7. 

1930. Horsfordia alata Gray—A New Record for the United States. 

Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 29:100. 

1931. Pinus muricata—Bishop Pine (also additional notes on Quercus 

and Arctostaphylos). Bull. S. Cal. Acad. 30:49. 

University of California, Berkeley, December, 1933. 

NOTES AND NEWS 

The Death Valley region, well-known to botanists for its vegetative 
features and ecological interest, was created a national monument by 
President Hoover on February 11, 1933. 

Under the title “More New Plants from Oregon,” Professor Morton 
E. Peck of Williamette University publishes twelve new species of 
spermatophytes from the state of Oregon (Torreya 32:147-153). 

Miss Elizabeth Morse, who for several years has been engaged with 
investigations on the Pacific Coast fungi at the University of California, 
has provided funds for assistance in the mvcological department of the 
University Herbarium. Miss Vera Mentzer, graduate student in botany 
at the University of California, has been chosen to do this work. 

The National Research Council has granted a fellowship to Dr. 
David Goddard of the Department of Botany, University of California. 
Dr. Goddard left in August, 1933 for New York City where he will 
carry on his studies at the Rockefeller Institute. 

Miss Mary L. Bowerman, graduate student in botany at the Univer¬ 
sity of California, has undertaken a study leading to a comparison of 
the flora of the Marquesas Islands with those of the Society, the Samoan, 
and the Hawaiian Islands. This work' is being done in connection with 
the Pacific Entomological Survey, which is under the direction of Dr. 
Edward P. Mumford of Honolulu. 





